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Figure 4. Comparative regional wage growth, 2010 to 20187 
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The Joint Venture Silicon Valley Institute of Regional Study tracks indicators of growth in Silicon 
Valley. Their analysis of the employment and population data provide context to the arts and 
cultural landscape of the area. Data from the Silicon Valley Index is published annually. Review of 
employment shows that the technology sector continues to generate a significant part of the 
employment opportunities in Silicon Valley 

Overall employment in Silicon Valley grew from 2010 to 2019 by 31.6% with the highest gains in 
Innovation and Information Products & Services.8 The region more than doubled the overall 
growth of employment in comparison to the US in the same period. 
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Figure 5. Comparative job growth, Silicon Valley, California and United States9 
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In their 2019 report, Joint Venture delineated the major industry sectors in Silicon Valley that 
showed Innovation and Information Products and Services represented at 27% of overall 
employment. 

8 2019 Silicon Valley Index, Joint Ventures 

9 Data from Silicon Valley Index using data from www.bwresearchcom;www.bls.gov/cew; www.economicmodeling.com 
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A total of nine active organizations reported in this NTEE category in the 2019 data, up from four in 
2008. Many more organizations were also found with a focus on various forms of technology and 
science that listed themselves in other NTEE categories. The Computer History Museum, for 
instance, listed itself as a history museum. Others are listed in figure 19. 

Organization Name 
The Tech Interactive 
Computer History Museum 
San Jose Children's Discovery Museum 
Curiodyssey 
Hiller Aviation Museum 
Youth Science Institute - Alum Rock 
Zero1 - The Art And Technology Network 
Museum Of American Heritage 
Niles Essanay Silent Film Museum Inc. 
Golden Gate Railroad Museum 
Virtual Science Center Inc. 
Lo-Op Center Inc. 
California Trolley And Railroad Corporation 
Digital Game Museum 
International Arts And Technology Foundation 
Museum Of Pop Culture 
Northern California Contest Club 
Purple Pam Foundation Inc. 
Rest Of World Media Inc. 
Roadway Antique Trucks 
Silicon Valley International Student Film Festival 
Techapella 
West Bay Model Railroad Association Inc. 
Total 

Expenses 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 
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$ 

$ 

$ 
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21,777,974 

12,792,536 

7,948,465 

4,532,527 

2,771,158 

797,542 

541,428 

329,581 

277,461 

223,792 

124,835 

27,136 

23,702 

52,168,137 

Figure 19. Nonprofit organizations with missions and activities focused on technologies and science listed by 2019 expenditures 

Because there are several large budget organizations in this category, including three of the 
four largest nonprofit cultural organizations in Silicon Valley, their aggregate expenses total 
approximately half of all expenses of all nonprofit arts and cultural organizations in the region. 

Summary 

Since 2008, the formal arts and culture landscape of Silicon Valley changed in ways that bring it more 
in line with the region's identity. Immigrant communities, especially from East Asian and Pacific and 
South Asian countries, launched and raised money for new nonprofit cultural organizations at a 
remarkable rate. At the same time, some organizations focusing on Western European cultures 
disbanded and/or declined in their expenditures. There was also modest growth in organizations 
focusing on Latinx cultures. Together, these changes brought the profile of the nonprofit cultural 
sector closer in line with the demographics of the region. Meanwhile, organizations focusing on 
science and technology grew dramatically, two of which are now the region's largest cultural 
institutions. These reflect Silicon Valley's widely known identity as a nexus of technology and 
innovation. 
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This study does not compare other metropolitan regions with Silicon Valley but trends observed 
indicate that financial resources for arts and culture, while smaller in the aggregate, are more widely 
distributed across Silicon Valley. While cultural organizations with expenditures over $5 million 
declined from seven to three in San Jose between 2008 and 2019, during that time in Silicon Valley as 
a whole, the number of such organizations remained constant at ten. In 2008, active organizations in 
Silicon Valley with expenditures above $5 million included:(* indicates located in San Jose): 

2008 Organization Name 

American Musical Theatre of San Jose * 
Montalvo Association 
KTEH-TV Foundation* 
Theatreworks 
San Jose Repertory Theatre * 
The Tech Museum of Innovation * 
Ballet San Jose Silicon Valley* 
San Jose Children's Discovery Museum * 
Computer History Museum 
San Jose Museum of Art Association * 

Total Expenses 

$ 10,844,735 
$ 8,713,370 

$ 8,201,064 
$ 6,468,832 

$ 6,077,554 
$ 6,066,433 

$ 6,010,325 

$ 5,815,487 
$ 5,794,305 
$ 5,097,478 

Figure 26. Active organizations with budgets above $5 million in 2008 by expenditures 

In contrast, in 2019 active organizations in Silicon Valley with expenditures over $5 million included: 
(* indicates located in San Jose): 

2019 Organization Name 

The Tech Interactive* 
Computer History Museum 
Theatreworks Silicon Valley 
San Jose Children's Discovery Museum * 
Filoli Center 
Community School of Music and Arts 
Minority Television Project Inc 
Montalvo Arts Center 
San Jose Museum of Art Association * 
Vanguard Music and Performing Arts 

Total Expenses 

$ 21,777,974 

$ 12,792,536 

$ 9,468,161 

$ 7,948,465 

$ 7,248,497 

$ 6,829,323 

$ 6,597,974 

$ 6,069,492 

$ 5,333,969 

$ 5,044,210 

Figure 27. Active organizations in 2019 with budgets above $5 million in 2019 by expenditures 
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Cities Reporting 2008 2019 Consistent 2008 Population 2018 Population 2018 Consistent 
Campbell X 40,000 
Cupertino X X X 55,551 60,170 60,170 
Gilroy X 40,153 
Los Gatos X 30,680 
Milpitas X 80,430 
Monte Sereno X X X 3,212 3,492 3,492 
Morgan Hill X 45,135 
Mountain View X X X 72,200 83,377 83,377 
Palo Alto X 66,666 
San Jose X X X 989,496 1,030,119 1,030,119 
Santa Clara X 129,488 
Saratoga X X X 29,843 30,599 30,599 
Sunnyvale X X X 137,538 153,185 153,185 
Population of Reporting Municipalities 1,367,993 1,713,341 1,360,942 
Population of All Municipalities Reporting and Non-Reporting 1,709,157 1,853,653 1,853,653 
Percent of Total Population Covered by Reporting So% 92% 73% 

Figure 34. Municipalities consistently reporting 2008 and 2019 and population as percentage of all 

Financial Data 

Spending by the municipalities reporting was identified across six areas: facilities, public art, public 
performances and festivals, recreation classes, grant programs, and arts commissions. These 
expenditures do not include city staff time dedicated to arts and culture or indirect expenditures 
associated with delivering these programs. 

Cumulatively, the eleven municipalities reporting in 2019 spent $37-5 million in six different areas. 

Distribution of Expenses Collected 2019 

Facility Operations/Subsidy 
Grants, Direct Partner Funding 
Public Art Programs 
Recreational Arts Program 
Festivals/Public Performance 
Art Commission Costs 

Total 

Total Expenses 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

19,600,000 

  6,800,000 

  5,300,000 

  2,900,000 

  2,700,000 

       188,000 

37,500,000 

Figure 35. Types and amounts of municipal expenditures by eleven reporting 

cities in 2019 

In 2008, eight Santa Clara County municipalities reported spending a collective total of $17.95 million 
on arts and culture.25 Comparing the six consistently reporting municipalities, the rate of growth in 
spending nearly doubled growing 92% between 2008 and 2019, adjusted for inflation. 

25 2008 data varied per municipality ref1ecting 2007-08 or 2008-09 fiscal years and actual vs. budget.
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As a percentage of total municipal budgets, arts and culture spending in 2008 (with eight cities 
reporting) averaged 0.39%. Ten years later (with eleven cities reporting), that ratio increased to an 
average of 0.53% or just over one-half of one percent of all expenditures. This represents an increase 
of 86%. Sunnyvale reported the highest rate of arts-related expenditures at 1.1%, followed by 
Mountain View at 0.69%, San Jose at o.6%, and Monte Sereno at 0.5%. 
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Figure 39. Average per capita municipal spending among reporting Santa Clara County municipalities 

Per capita calculation of spending on arts and culture among the eight municipalities reporting in 
2008 reflected spending of $13.12 per resident. Ten years later, with eleven cities reporting, that 
increased to $21.90 per resident or by 67%. While still not a major portion of public sector budgets, 
this reflects higher priority being placed on the sector. 

Areas of Municipal Spending 

The largest and most consistent area of municipal investment in many of the towns and cities was in 
facilities to accommodate arts and cultural activities and to establish recognizable centers of activity. 
In 2019, seven cities reported significant annual spending on facilities, totaling $19.6 million. In 2008 
seven cities reported spending $12.6 million in this category, although not all the same cities. 
Numbers provided by municipal staff likely do not take into account the full costs of construction, 
maintenance, and operations of these facilities. Municipal accounting does not make it easy to 
isolate the full costs for capital investments, personnel, and overhead commonly related to facility 
expenses. 
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Figure 40. Spending on cultural facilities comparing 2008 and 2019 adjusted for inflation. Not the same seven cities 

reported for both periods. 







Municipal Grant Programs 
City 
Cupertino 
Los Gatos 
Morgan Hill 
Mountain View 
Palo Alto 
San Jose 
Santa Clara 
Sunnyvale 

Figure 44. Municipal grant programs in 2019 

2019 Expenses 
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In 2019, seven of the eleven municipalities reported awarding grants to nonprofit organizations 
serving their communities. Grantmaking by San Jose increased nearly five-fold based on dedicated 
tax revenue from Transient Occupancy Taxes, known in some cities as Lodging of Hotel-Motel Taxes, 
a frequently tapped municipal source of arts funding. Nonetheless, it is significant that numerous 
smaller cities provided cash grants to support local cultural activities. 

Recreational and park programs often provide creative activities for people of all ages and most often 
for youth. Two-thirds of the municipalities that reported during both periods supported such 
activities. By 2019, seven of the eleven cities reported spending nearly $3 million. San Jose, typically 
the largest spender in every category, did not report any spending on arts in recreation programs. 
This is likely because such spending was outside the purview of the cultural affairs office and thus 
was not provided with otherwise robust data they supplied. 
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Figure 45. Spending on recreation programs by cities reporting, 2008 and 2019 

Local Management and Advisory Entities 

Through the process of working with municipal staff to collect data, it was also found that the cities 
and towns in the County function independently from one another when it comes to their arts and 
culture investments. They vary considerably in the types of investments and processes they employ 
to invest in their communities. 
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